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In his treatment of the history of interpretation he shows clearly 
the essentially rationalistic principle which underlay Luther's point of 
view, and sees no intermediate place between the authority of the 
church and the authority of reason. While the more rationalistic 
Protestants in their work of interpretation carried the principles of 
Luther to their logical consequences, the conservative Protestants 
retained their belief in the supernatural revelation simply because they 
clung to the authority of their respective confessions of faith. Catholic 
scholars, we are told, moved securely " on the lines of patristic 
tradition as they had been restated by the Council of Trent, and acted 
upon by the great commentators of the sixteenth and seventeenth cen- 
turies." 

The progress in Catholic interpretation is to be attributed to three 
things : the advantage of having new materials of geography, archae- 
ology, etc. ; their ability to draw from the polemics of conservative 
Protestants valuable arguments against the enemies of divine revela- 
tion ; the fact that the methods of the Antiochian school which deal 
with the literal sense in the light of the context, parallel passages, 
linguistics, etc., have been closely followed. 

The book is chiefly interesting, therefore, not for any new contribu- 
tions to biblical science, but rather for its clever readjustment of the 
recent facts of biblical science to the Catholic point of view, and for 
its excellent defense of the Catholic position as over against that of 
the Protestant church. 

W. R. H. 



The Monuments and the Old Testament, Evidence from Ancient 
Records. By Ira Maurice Price, Ph.D., Associate Pro- 
fessor of Semitic Languages and Literatures in the Univer- 
sity of Chicago. Chicago : The Christian Culture Press, 
second edition, 1900. Pp. 321. 

The author of this volume attempts to answer the oft-heard ques- 
tion, " Where shall I be able to find, in concise form, the best reliable 
information furnished by the monuments illustrative of the Old Testa- 
ment ? " and, being a thorough and accomplished student of Assyri- 
ology, he unquestionably succeeds in his undertaking. It may be of 
interest to the reader to know that Professor Price (with Dr. McCurdy, 
of Toronto), as an Assyriologist, stands opposed to the popular school 
of Assyriology in reference to the language and nationality of the 
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earliest inhabitants of Babylonia ; the latter claiming that they were 
Accadian, or Sumerian, whereas Professor Price maintains that they 
were Semites. This vexed question, however, he does not spend time 
to discuss in the volume before us. On the contrary, he takes his 
reader to the sources and selects for them the facts which they most 
appreciate and desire. In a well-arranged series of twenty-five chap- 
ters he first sketches the fascinating history of the decipherment of the 
hieroglyphic and cuneiform languages, and then proceeds to take up 
in chronological order the history contributed by the monuments 
which illustrates and corroborates the events recorded in the Old Tes- 
tament. Chaps, xxii-xxiv he devotes to the Hittites, the Aramaeans, 
and the Samaritans ; while the last chapter contains a summary of the 
extra-biblical confirmations of Scripture. The whole survey, being 
given in such brief compass, is a model of conciseness, and as a popu- 
lar work will prove of great value to the average Bible student. 

A striking feature of the work is the choice list of illustrations, 
gathered from the whole realm of archaeology, which adorn the volume 
and make it most attractive and instructive. Thus, opposite the title- 
page there stands a cut of the famous Menephtah " stele " containing 
the name of " Israel." Others of the " Behistun Rock," the restored 
" Palace of Sargon," the " Rosetta Stone," the " Shishak Inscription 
at Karnak," the " Moabite Stone," a specimen " Tel-el Amarna Tablet," 
a " Portrait of Cyrus," etc., greatly enhance the value of the work. 
Especially interesting is the mosaic map of Palestine, Egypt, Sinai, 
and Mesopotamia, found not long ago at Medeba, in the land of Moab, 
and dating from the fifth century of our era. 

A spirit of fairness pervades the entire work. While issue might be 
taken with some of Professor Price's apparently extravagant statements 
concerning the " sabbath," to the effect that " the seventh day, or festival, 
was observed among the Babylonians as among the Jews " (pp. 85 f.) ; 
or concerning the exodus, about which he remarks that " a strong 
wind blowing all night forced back the waters, and the released slaves 
escaped across the bared shallows of the upper end of Lake Timsah 
into the eastern wilderness" (p. 119); at the same time, the general 
tenor of the work is that of an impartial judge, who, in the interests 
of truth, is attempting honestly to tell the truth. The apparent 
extravagance of statement is not real ; for when his conclusions 
are reached he is in every case on the side of science and biblical 
truth. The character of his book is revealed no more clearly elsewhere 
than in its closing paragraph which ends : "their records, chiseled in 
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adamantine volumes, stamped in perishable clay, painted in the dark- 
ness of the tombs, or cut on mountain side, bring impartial, unim- 
peachable, and conclusive proof of the veracity of the Old Testament." 

George L. Robinson. 
McCormick Theological Seminary, 
Chicago, 111. 



A History of New Testament Times in Palestine 175 B. C. — 70 A. D. 

By Shailer Mathews, M.A., Professor of New Testament 

History and Interpretation in the University of Chicago. 

" New Testament Handbooks," edited by Shailer Mathews. 

New York: The Macmillan Co., 1899. Pp- 2l ^- So. 75. 
This is a most readable and interesting book. The history of the 
Jewish people in Palestine from 175 B. C. to 70 A. D. is told in a clear 
and picturesque way, and the reader, whether the story be old or new 
to him, is bound to follow it from beginning to end. The important 
points stand out with due prominence and clearness, and the result is 
a total impression that is at once vivid and accurate. Professor 
Mathews is eminently qualified to produce such a book. He knows 
the age familiarly, he is well versed in the sources, and he has the gift, 
all too rare among scholars, of telling a story simply, clearly, and 
briefly, without reducing its interest and without sacrificing any of its 
essential features. This gift stands him in good stead in the present 
small volume, where the limitations of size imposed by the plan of the 
series as a whole make rigid condensation necessary. An excellent 
example of clear and yet condensed statement is found in chap, vi, 
which contains an account of the origin of the Pharisees, Sadducees, 
and Essenes. The following brief description of Pharisaism is worth 
quoting: "The indispensable element of Pharisaism is its insistence 
upon righteousness through obedience to Jehovah's law, and upon the 
withdrawal from everything that might defile. In personal life it led to 
isolation from the common people — 'dm ha-'arets — to repeated wash- 
ings of the hr.nds, persons, dishes, and utensils. In thought it led to infi- 
nite devotion to details and preternaturally refined distinctions and 
warnings. In religion it led to the formation of a fraternity, a church 
within a church, composed of ' neighbors ' who were exclusively scribes, 
and who were admitted by the laying on of hands. In politics it led 
to a determination to make Judea complete in itself — an isolated 
religious commonwealth, as far as possible removed from the contami- 
nation of heathen life." 



